
 

 

Graham & Associates Law Offices, LLC:  Akron Chapter 13: 

“Declaration of Understanding” 
 
 

IMPORTANT:  PLEASE READ, SIGN AND RETAIN A COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT 

 

1. Your Monthly (Proposed) Chapter 13 Plan payment is $__________.   

Your First Payment (in full) is due on or before:    ___________________.  

 

I (we) understand that I (we) are ultimately responsible for making sure the payments are 

made to the Trustee.  If my payment does not come out of my paycheck, I understand I (we) 

will be required to send it to the following address every month. Please send the payment to: 

 

Keith L. Rucinski, Chapter 13 Trustee 

3600 Momentum Place 

Chicago, IL  60689-5336. 

 

You may also make your payment (for those 

cases not being paid through a payroll 

deduction) via the Bankruptcy Court’s Online 

Payment Option. The Website to visit is 

https://www.tfsbillpay.com. 
 

 
If you fail to make your Chapter 13 payment, your case will be dismissed.  You will 

not receive an invoice for this payment…you must remember to make it on time, every month, 

on your own (if it is not coming automatically out of your paycheck).  You should also ensure 

your full name(s) and case number appear on every payment that you make. 

 

2. Your Monthly Mortgage payment(s) (or rent) will be paid by:_________ 

If your rent or mortgage is not being paid through your Chapter 13 Plan, you should make 

this payment (and every subsequent payment) on time every month.  You must make this 

payment regardless of whether you receive monthly billing statement(s) or not from your 

mortgage company(s) or landlord if you intend to stay at your current residence.   

 

If you fail to make your Mortgage payment(s) or Rent, your Mortgage Company 

your will likely be evicted or will likely lose your home in foreclosure. 
 



3. Domestic Support Obligations:  If you have domestic support obligations, you must 

continue to make all required payments, or you bankruptcy may be dismissed.  

  

4. Bankruptcy Hearing:  You will receive a notice shortly from us (normally via email) and 

the court (via USPS) telling you when your Meeting of Creditors will be.  This hearing will be 

held remotely (either via telephone or Zoom Video Conference).  You need to attend this 

hearing or your case will be dismissed.  Your trustee may send you a letter requiring 

additional information (to be provided to us as your legal representation) prior to the hearing.  

Please ensure all documents requested are provided to us in a timely manner, regardless of 

whether you believe you already provided copies to our office before or not. 

 

5. Follow-up (Post-Filing) Bankruptcy Certificate:  You must complete the 2nd 

Certificate at the same website you did your first certificate (likely Debtoredu.com), PRIOR to 

your Bankruptcy Hearing. 

 

6. I (we) understand that I (we) must maintain insurance on any real estate and/or vehicles that I 

(we) own, and failure to do so may result in the dismissal of my (our) case. 

 

7. I (we) understand that the plan payment amount has been prepared using information 

provided by me (or us), and that is subject to change based upon higher than anticipated 

claims and/or requirements set by my (our) trustee and/or the court. 

 

8. I (we) understand that the Court or the Trustee in my (our) case may request complete and 

accurate copies of my (our) State and Federal tax returns throughout the duration of my (our) 

case and that failure to provide copies of both in a timely manner may result in the dismissal of 

my (our) case.  Additionally, I (we) may be required to turnover some or all of our tax 

refund(s) throughout the duration of my (our) case to the Court to be used to pay my (our) 

Creditors. 

 

9. I (we) understand that the following information must be provided to my (our) attorney within 

five (5) days, or my (our) case may be dismissed: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. The chapter 13 Trustee may Object to my (our) proposed Chapter 13 Plan.  I will receive a 

copy of said Objection if one is filed in my case, at or soon after my hearing, or at anytime 

throughout the duration of my plan.  I understand that the above payment is a proposal and 

that my payment may increase either after my initial hearing or at any time throughout my 

Chapter 13 case.   

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I (we) hereby acknowledge that I (we) have read and understand the above provisions, have received 

a copy of said provisions, and agree to abide by the terms as described, and that no other information 

contradictory to the above described terms have been provided prior to this date by any employee of 

Graham & Associates Law Offices, LLC. 

 

 

________________________________  ________        _____________________________  __________ 

Client (Debtor)    Date  Client (Co-Debtor)         Date 


